The authors use simple bilinear regression on statewide exit poll data to gauge the popularity of President Donald Trump in the 2016 election among voters in four levels of educational attainment (high school, some college, college, and postgraduate);
Introduction
The night before the 2016 presidential election, statistician and editor-in-chief of ESPN's Five Thirty Eight Nate Silver gave Donald Trump a 28.6 percent chance of winning the presidency (Silver [1] ). On Tuesday, November 8 Exit poll data from 28 states on four levels of educational attainment (high school, some college, college, and post-graduate); three income groups (less than 1 $50,000, $50,000 -$100,000, and more than $100,000); four age groups (18 -29, 30 -44, 45 -64, and 65+); and two racial groups (white and non-white) were collected from the 2016 election (CNN Politics [2] ). 2 Exit poll data on education, income, age, and race are shown in Table 1 . The purpose of this paper is to show ( )
Methodology
If, as shown in Figure 1 , * x is equal to 40.8, the regression analysis predicts that, on average, in states where Trump received 40.8 percent or more of the state's total vote, he was more popular with high school educated voters than he was with the state's general population. In fact, Trump received at least 40.8 percent of the vote in 22 of the 28 states in our sample (see Table 1 ), a result that 
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underscores his strong popularity among voters with at most a high school degree.
Presentation of Results
Scatter Table   2 summarizes the results of each regression for four educational attainment levels, three annual income groups, four age groups, and two racial groups. The last column of Table 2 gives the critical points of intersection between the regression line and a 45-degree line. Based on these critical points, Trump received 
Interpretation
Throughout the campaign, Trump's voter base appeared to be uneducated, poor, non-millennial, and white. Our regression results affirm most of these characterizations, with one exception: Trump voters, despite their portrayal in the media,
were not poor. 3 For all other independent variables tested, either the slope coefficient was discernably different from 1 or the constant was discernably different from zero. The slope coefficients were all discernably different from 1 at better than the 0.01 significance level besides the slope for "under $50,000", which was different from 1 at the 0.1 significance level. All constants were also discernable from zero at better than the 0.05 level.
Our results show that the least educated voters (high school and some college) preferred Trump in the majority of states in our sample. In Figures 1-4 , as educational attainment levels increase, the scatter of points shifts from below to above the 45-degree reference line, meaning that Trump was not as popular among people with higher levels of educational attainment. Trump appealed to uneducated voters throughout his campaign with his simple language and promise to bring change to the White House. Not surprisingly, a research analysis of the grammar and vocabulary used in Trump's campaign speeches found the reading level to average that of a 6 th grader (Moyer [3] ).
The regression results are supported by a series of one-tailed paired t-tests performed on the four educational attainment levels. When "high school" is paired with "some college", there is no discernable difference between the two groups (p = 0.338). Thus, voters with some college education did not support
Trump any less than voters with only a high school education. Support for Trump, however, is significantly lower among voters with either a college degree (p = 0.001) or postgraduate degree (p < 0.001) compared to voters with only a high school education. Similarly, support decreased from "some college" to "college" (p < 0.001), from "some college" to "postgraduate" (p < 0.001), and even "college" to "postgraduate" (p < 0.001). As these critical points rise (from "high school" to "college" and "college" to "postgraduate"), Trump's popularity decreases.
We found that Trump was most popular among voters with annual incomes greater than $100,000, thus, contradicting the stereotype of the poor Trump voter. McGill [4] examined exit poll results and similarly found that "only 23 percent of Trump's white, non-college-educated voters make less than $50,000 a year." Trump's popularity was most likely due to his promises to enact enormous tax cuts, similar to those of the Reagan era. These tax cuts would cause "the top 1% of earners to see their [annual] income increase by double-digits" (BBC News [5] ).
Younger voters tend to support more liberal, progressive candidates. A study by Harvard University (Ball [6] ) showed that millennials, the cohort of 18-to 29-year-olds, overwhelmingly supported candidate Bernie Sanders. That is, millennials would support Clinton if they had no other choice. Figures 8-11 show that the scatter of points moves from above to below the 45-degree reference line, indicating that Trump received increasingly more support from older cohorts.
Finally, Trump strongly appealed to white voters due to his platform on immigrants and refugees, claiming that these groups were taking away opportunities from white Americans. His promises to "build a wall" to keep out illegal immigrants from Mexico and to persecute Muslims for their alleged role in terrorism appealed to white voters who felt powerless in the current political system. These same promises alienated non-white voters and turned them away from Trump's campaign (Thompson [7] ).
A number of shortcomings of this study should be kept in mind. 
Concluding Remarks
One can gauge the popularity of a candidate across different demographic and socioeconomic groups of voters. This can be done by means of regressions between a candidate's actual percentage of the total vote and his (or her) support among voters in a particular group (defined by age, income, or race) fitted to the cross-section of states with election exit poll data.
In 2016, Trump's strongest supporters had no more than a high school diploma. They were also largely non-millennial and white. Among income groups, however, Trump was surprisingly most popular with voters earning more than $100,000 per year. This comprehensive analysis of Donald Trump's main voter base helps us understand the current political landscape and the values that may shape his new policies.
